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Abstract 

 

More than ten years ago, the French government has created a network composed of the 5 

largest French academic cleanrooms. This network is dedicated to micro- and nanofabrication 

and a large part of its activities is dedicated to Smart Systems, for a large number of 

applications. More recently, some long-term research projects called « Laboratories of 

excellence » have been selected and funded by the French government and some of them (for 

instance the Labex ACTION) are dedicated to research on hardware for Smart Systems 

(sensors, actuators and on-site signal processing). A presentation of the French landscape 

concerning the research activity about Smart Systems will be given, showing where the main 

players in this field are located. Some examples of illustrative research results will also be 

given, showing how new concepts are currently being developed, for applications related to 

advanced sensors or actuators, structural health monitoring, biomedical sensing, acoustic noise 

control or even neuromorphic computing. 
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